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foresight? 



-foresight is a set of practical tools  
to improve  the quality of 
decision making 

-foresight improves the likelihood of  
leveraging good or mitigating bad  
unintended consequences through 
systemic, holistic approach 

-foresight empowers leaders 
through emphasis on alternative 
futures, and our power  
to make decisions that help  
cause the effects we desire 



An Alternative Futures Exercise  
Laid Ground for Plan Colombia 





Gazing at the crystal ball isn’t foresight.  
Foresight = Action with sound forecasts in hand. 



Over time, we have come to recognize that the way we measure economic 
value also exerts a kind of evolutionary force on our behavior—and that the 
things not measured at all are ignored as if they have no value, either positive or 
negative.  

 
When we change the measurements of value, the nature of the incentives, and 
the structure of the systems we use for making political, economic, and social 
decisions, we inevitably encourage the expression of some aspects of human 
nature and discourage others. 

—Al Gore,  
The Future: Six Drivers of Global Change 



David M. Walker 
U.S. Comptroller General (1998-

2008) 

Foresight for Government  
By David M. Walker  

From the March-April 2007 issue of THE FUTURIST magazine 
 

Nearly a century ago, one of my favorite U.S. 
presidents, Theodore Roosevelt, said, "We 
have to, as a nation, exercise foresight . . . 
and if we do not exercise that foresight, dark 
will be the future." These words resonate with 
me. But unfortunately, much of our world, 
including the United States, is consumed with 
the here and now. Far too little thought is 
given to what's come before or what lies 
ahead . . . 



Next steps: How do 
you calculate the 

efficacy and power of 
all actors, state and 

non-state in 
governance? 





Make sense of the information.  Analytic products are valuable in 
themselves. Examples: Scenario exercises, Bangkok Flood Risk 
Management project-trend impact analysis (pub 2014), 
meteorology 

Analytic Capability 

Consider the communications mechanisms 
of the system, and of the institution. 
Example: Swinburne Univ.  Study of 
business school roles—are current notions 
of leadership generating good leaders? 
Assessment. 

Learning and Feedback 

Generate policy, establish measurement criteria.  Example: 
proposed  “electricity highways” between  poor countries 
with high renewable energy resources (MIT Tech Review, 

May/ June 2015) 

Action/ Policy/ Execution 

Gather the right information, the 
right way. Examples: Unilever 

refrigerator project, IARPA good 
judgement, crowdsourcing 

softwares, community policing 

Information Gathering/ Sensing 

Learn Act 

Inform 

Analyze 

The Foresight Institution - Capabilities 
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World Future Society Annual Conference 
July 24-26 2015, San Francisco 



SAMPLE COMPANIES ATTENDING INCLUDE 

• CEOs, CTOs, CMOs, COOs 
• Startups on the cutting-edge of innovation 
• Globally Innovative Brands & Agencies 
• Developers, Engineers & Designers 
• Product Managers & Analysts 

WHO WILL ATTEND 
• Angels & VCs 
• Media/Press 
• Futurists & Global 

Changemakers 
• Government Officials 

• Technology Influencers 
• Accelerators / Incubators 
• Researchers & Scientists 
• Educators & Students 
• Accelerators & Incubators 



WorldFuture is the annual conference of the World Future Society.  
For nearly fifty years, WFS conferences have brought together the smartest futurists in the 

world to explore current and future trends in society, business, government and technology to 
shape a better tomorrow. 

“The World Future Society provides the ideal forum to introduce our greatest shared 
challenges, and allow brilliant minds from across global society to coalesce around 
scenarios and concepts that can lead to breakthroughs across technology, healthcare, 
governance, education, and more.”   — Steve Jurvetson  

Steve Jurvetson - 2015 Keynote Speaker  
Founder and Managing Director 
Draper Fisher Jurvetson 
DFJ Ventures 
 
- Advisory Board: SpaceX, Synthetic Genomics, Planet 

Labs, Tesla Motors 
- Founding VC Investor in Hotmail 
- Forbes’ “Midas List” of Tech’s Top Investors 2011 - 
2014 



SPEAKERS INCLUDE 



find out more about  
the World Future Society 

annual conference:   worldfuture2015.org 
 
to support: SupportWFS.org 
 
content:  wfs.org 
 
for membership information: info@wfs.org 

                                            +1 301 656 8274 
 
 

http://worldfuture2015.org
http://SupportWFS.org
http://wfs.org
mailto:info@wfs.org
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