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IT WAS the best of times, it was the worst of 
times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age 
of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was 
the epoch of incredulity…we had everything 
before us, we had nothing before us, we were all 
going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct 
the other way…

Charles Dickens
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What Kind of Strategic Environment?



• Individual Empowerment reflected in growth of the 
Global Middle Class

• Wider Access to Lethal and Disruptive Technologies

• Definitive Shift of Economic Power to the East and 
South

• Urbanization

• Food and Water Pressures

• Growing Risks of Conflict and Multipolarity

• US Energy Independence
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Unprecedented Number of 
Tectonic Shifts
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Growth of the Global Middle Class
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…and Moving Eastward
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• Rapid growth in 
computing innovation 
leads to subsequent 
new revolutions

• Moore’s Law is now 
applicable to more than 
computing, which 
means several 
technologies are 
evolving exponentially 
at the same time

Pace of Technological ChangeDisruptive Technologies
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• Disease management  prolonged lifespan

• Greater resources (e.g., food, water, energy)

• Human augmentation

• Tailored attacks on individuals (e.g., “hacking 
DNA”)

• Bioerror and bioterror
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Biotechnology
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Importance of Cities



2/8/2019 9

Food Spikes
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Increasing Water Stress
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The Most Peaceful Age in History
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Interstate Conflict Going Down
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But Spreading Intrastate Conflicts 
Going Up
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US Shale Revolution
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The New Multipolar World


